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could be found between collagen of young and old individuals. Of possible
significance was the absence of chondroitin sulfate B in the umbilical cord.
The marked individual differences in the action of ACTH and cortisone
were pointed out. This book serves to emphasize the meagerness of our
knowledge of the connective tissues and the need for a "fresh approach" in
their study.
WILLIAM G. BANFIELD
BLOOD CLOTTING AND ALLIED PROBLEMS. (Transactions of the Third
Conference, January 23-24, 1950, New York, N. Y.) Joseph E. Flynn, Ed.
New York, Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation, 1950. 224 pp. $3.00.
The prevalent assertion that scientific progress is encumbered by the
problem of communication gains special validity when directed to the
medical sciences. So profuse is the number of publications appearing that
keeping abreast of one's specialty is difficult, reading the literature on other
subjects a near impossibility. Yet most authorities would agree with
Fremont-Smith that "nature is of one piece" and the "advances in one field
are frequently dependent on knowledge derived from quite another." These
statements are pertinent to the study of blood clotting.
The integrative efforts of the Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation are reflected
in these transactions: chemists, physiologists, pathologists, internists, and a
surgeon contribute to various tangents of the problem of blood clotting.
Experimental and therapeutic aspects of some of the newer anticoagulants
are described; the use of zeta-potential measurements for studying some
phases of blood coagulation and several papers on the "so-called prothrom-
bin tests" appear. The informal discussions which followed the presentation
of several of these papers at the meeting are included. These discussions
emphatically reveal the existing problems, but the very nature of this
verbatim reporting makes it necessary for the reader to wade through
cumbersome verbiage to find the informative and critical comments.
Like its predecessors this volume should be a necessary acquisition for
all medical libraries and required reading for all "clotters." Those only
casually interested in blood clotting will gain greater insight into the
breadth and complexity of the problem and perhaps become wary of
specious conclusions concerning the clotting mechanism.
J .P. G.
PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN GENETICS. By Curt Stern. San Francisco, W.
H. Freeman, 1949. xi + 617 pp. 198 figs., 99 tables.
The crying need for a first-rate textbook on human genetics has at last
been met by Professor Stern in a volume which combines a thorough
exposition of human genetics with a logical presentation of those funda-
mental principles of genetics which are applicable to all sexually repro-
ducing organisms. It is the outcome of a unique and exciting course which
the author began to teach at the University of Rochester and which he has
continued at the University of California.
The body of the book opens with a chapter on the biological basis of
inheritance which is followed by a treatment of genic action beautifully
designed to remove, once and for all, such misconceptions as unit char-
acters, and to indicate that phenotype is the result of complex interactions
of genotype and environment. Meiosis is described and analyzed in con-